Research Tips & Tricks

PURPOSE of LESSON:

· Provide Boolean TIPS, online searching strategies and database access, evaluation techniques, rubrics for assessing research

· Offer hands-on opportunity for all of the above

· Teacher is better able to guide students toward quality research – suggesting these tips and tricks for the students
BEFORE THE SESSION

· Get online passwords/logins for all databases/schools from Angela (display on screen)

· E-mail participants with two requests: please bring a “topic” you would like to research (from general to very narrow) and think about how you would answer these two phrases: 
· 1) Doing research is like ___________ because_____________; 
· 2) Teaching research is like ____________ because__________
· Put on Wall:

· Four levels of computer competence

· Put on screen: 

· Have them open word and fill in the blanks for this statement:
· Doing research is like ___________ because_____________

· Teaching research is like ____________ because__________
· Put on table:
· AFTER class, a copy of the 4-per-sheet research page and business card of URL where this lesson can be found
5 minutes - MEET & GREET
· As participants enter
· group by computer ability
· When everyone is in the right spot, fold the line so newbie is next across from experienced, then have them sit at computers and login (if any do not have logins, have person next to them log them in). This ensures a more computer-savvy person is on either side of a non-computer-savvy person.
· Once seated and logged in
·  have each person complete the above statement (pick one!)

· Share
· Answers with people to each side; have two or three people offer to read theirs – or a neighbors – aloud.

27 minutes - DO

· Pass out Handout
· Quarter Sheet – for note-taking, hands-on practice in class


· Each participant writes their general topic in keyword section, then help each other come up with more keywords for the topics
· Model Boolean Tricks
· Pick a volunteer and “search” the keywords, then add quotes to two+ word phrases and show the difference in result-hits

· Explain site: (limiter) and the .gov, .edu, .mil, .org differences

· (bring in bias (show .org, .gov – both allegedly factual, very different points of view)

· IF TIME – 

· Show www.lii.org and www.ipl.org to show yet another results list

· Show RADCAB
· Flip over note-taking sheet to see why WIKI’s aren’t acceptable sources!

· DATABASE logins (EBSCO)
· To do same searches on a professional database with peer reviewed items

· MLA

· Online samples of fill-in-the-blank (show steps – FLASH movie)

· www.citationmachine.net and www.noodletools.com 

· Rubrics and how to make them
· To assess how valid their source lists are  (sample @ http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=ShowRubric&rubric_id=1765459&)
· PRACTICE!

· Wander and help
5 minutes - QUESTIONS??

3 minutes – ASSESSMENT – 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=qwen2KiQrXxhirGrvL13KQ_3d_3d 
I have my own 
e-mail

I have my own facebook/myspace

I have my own web page

Computer Guru
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