Altapedia
http://www.atlapedia.com/
This online encyclopedia provides facts, figures and statistical information about such topics as the history, people, geography, language, and religion of countries around the world. The site also offers political and physical maps of regions of the world. 

Background Notes
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/
The U.S. Department of State’s Background Notes provide information on countries, geographic entities and international organizations; includes geography, people, government, economy, foreign relations, and history. 

CIA World Factbook
https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
Use the dropdown menu “Select a Country or Location” from their home page, then link to information on the geography, people, government, economy, communications, transportation, military, and transnational issues. Regional and country maps are also included on this site. 

Infonation
http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
This site is "an easy-to-use, two-step database that allows you to view and compare the most up-to-date statistical data for the Member States of the United Nations." It covers over 30 different fields of information on 185 different countries. 

Library of Congress Country Studies 
http://www.emulateme.com/
In addition to the basic facts about countries, this site gives a more in-depth view of the people of each country: their religion, values, and views on issues. Currently, the site offers profiles of 85 countries, so you may have to check other sources if you do not find the country that you are researching. 

Maps and Geography of the World 
http://geography.about.com/library/maps/blindex.htm
Search an alphabetical index to find maps for a specific region or country. Detailed factual information is provided for each country. 

National Geographic's Xpeditions
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/atlas/
These black-and-white, page-size maps are perfect for printing. 

Progress of Nations
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/index.html
Look here for information about a country's ranking according to its achievements in child health, nutrition, education, family planning and progress for women. Link to “big picture” and “statistics” for info that’s hard to find elsewhere. 

United Nations Homepage
http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/infonation/e_infonation.htm
The official Web site of the United Nations, maintained by the UN's Department of Public Information. Click on “UN Member States” to link to countries and other nations that belong to the UN. It includes general information, history, addresses and e-mail addresses of member states. 

World Flag Database
http://www.flags.net/fullindex.htm
In addition to basic information about countries, you will find flags including national and state flags, ensigns, and sub-national flags. A glossary explains common flag terms.

http://www.aclibrary.org (Teens/Homework Help/Local Assignments/Countries-UN)

http://www.highschoollibrarian.com/Vikings (must use a CAPITAL “V”)

Can your country afford the resolution? 
· Would your country want to spend money supporting the resolution?  (What is your country's GDP?  If it is low--you may not be able to afford the resolution; if it is high-1% of billions of dollars is a lot of money--is the government of your country willing to spend that much on the UN?)  
· Can your country afford to send any military troops?

 

Will your support of the resolution alienate any allies you may have? 
· (Example: The Sudan routinely supports China in the UN security council; do you think China is going to support the Genocide resolution?)

 

Does the resolution violate your country's cultural taboos? 
· Is the resolution against your country's religion(s) or traditions? 
· Does your country have a vocal (and/or violent) minority that could use your support or opposition to the resolution to politically undermine your government?

 

HINT: You cannot find all the answers to these questions, you must read newspaper and magazine articles that address these various issues.  You are more likely to find information about a country's budget in a periodical, than in a book because a budget changes year to year.
