FRESHMAN Research Training

· BLOCK day or TWO Single Period days

· Total Teaching Time Available:  One hour and ten minutes

· Twenty to forty students at a time (double-classes scheduled)

· Will complete right before Thanksgiving Holiday

· Student Impetus: can get you more time to be with friends on holiday if you “work smart” on your research!

The focus of this lesson is to provide Freshman with tips and techniques for researching both print and online resources.

During the lesson – a LOT of information will be provided, and a handout summarizing the critical elements and pointing students to valuable web resources will be provided.

By the end of the lesson, students will have applied the techniques they learned and leave with information from at least two resources.

Students will have handouts to take home highlighting key elements of the lesson.

Teacher Assessments will be reviewed ongoing and lesson modified to improve delivery.

TOOLS needed:

· Print Resources

· Web Resources

· Freshman Research Sheet (side 1 & 2)

· Handout (website navigation/citation)

· Research movie
Possible Problems:

· No Internet

· Sheets detailing steps provided, students work on print materials only

· Run out of time

· Ensure handouts are distributed

· Indicate further resources for students to learn/apply skills (Viking Library page)

· Offbeat Topic – no resources found

· Work with students to determine if other topic choice needed

· Assist with keyword strategies to see if information can be found

Information Literacy Standards:

	Standard
	Indicator
	Description

	1
	1d
	Explores general information sources to increase familiarity with current knowledge of the topic. 

	1
	1f
	Identifies key concepts and terms that describe the information need.

	1
	2a
	Identifies the purpose and audience of potential resources

	1
	2c
	Identifies the value and differences of potential resources in a variety of formats

	2
	1a
	Identifies appropriate investigative methods

	2
	1c
	Selects efficient and effective approaches for accessing the information needed

	2
	2a
	Identifies keywords, synonyms and related terms for the information needed

	2
	2b
	Uses other methods of search term input

	2
	2c
	Constructs a search strategy using appropriate commands

	2
	2d
	Implements the search strategy in various information retrieval systems

	2
	2e
	Follows citations and cited references to identify additional, pertinent articles

	2
	4
	Assesses the quantity, quality, accuracy, currency, and relevance of the search results and the limitations of the information retrieval systems or investigative methods to determine whether alternatives should be sought and used.

	2
	5b
	Differentiates between the types of sources cited and understands the elements and correct syntax of a citation for a wide range of resources.

	2
	5c
	Records all pertinent citation information for future reference by downloading, printing, emailing, or manual notation

	3
	1b
	Selects main ideas from the text.

	3
	2a
	Distinguishes among facts, points of view, and opinion. 

	3
	2e
	Recognizes prejudice, deception, or manipulation in the information or its use. 

	3
	4d
	Determines probable accuracy by questioning the source of the information

	3
	5a
	Works effectively in small groups or teams.

	4
	2b
	Complies with institutional policies on access to and distribution of information resources

	5
	1b
	Recognizes that learning about information gathering is an ongoing process

	5
	2
	Establishes current awareness services and follows citation and cited references for pertinent articles

	5
	2a
	Uses online table of contents scanning, review journals, and other forms of rapid communication literature


10 minutes

Begin with exercise re: keywording

· Students determine group roles: print and web researcher, recorder, time-keeper/speaker

· Have the spokesperson shout out the “topic” of their Change Project 

· Make a list on Easel/LCD

· Take one from the list and showcase “keywording” – brainstorming other terms

· Give students 5 minutes in each group to generate their words 

· work with the students to assist in generating words

5 minutes

· Take one group’s paper and use it to showcase searching techniques via google

· Review ‘quotes’ for phrase searching

· Review site:xxx to narrow list to types of sites

· Show how to “skim” results list to find good site, show “right-click”

· Remind them to LOG information as they go so they don’t forget source URL!

5 minutes

· Show “research movie” for research process (brainstorming step begun already!)

· Ask if there are any questions so far; remind them today is about learning how to search.

· They will get a handout in a few moments with all of this information on it.

10 minutes

Print

· Indicate Print location – review non-checkout policy during Change project

· Review Tutorial Card signature requirements to attend library during tutorial

· Review INDEX and T.O.C. use to find topic

· Review skimming techniques: pictures, bold headings, italics, 1st line of paragraph

Electronic Resources

· Review student login – provide “generic”

· Review SAVING of documents to H: drive or desktop

· Review printing costs

5 minutes

· Ask how many students brought their Alameda County Library Card (praise them!)

· Choose another group’s keyword list – different topic from first group – and showcase using the ACLibrary databases

· Distribute handout (Freshman Research Sheet) 

· Review links (show Viking Page resources)

· Indicate sections to “fill-in” during next activity

35 minutes

· Students split up – 3 to print, 1 to web (indicate will swap in 15 minutes)

· Students apply RADCAB to the sources they review – AND cite – AND take notes 

5 minutes

· students complete quick “assessment form” of lesson

· provide opportunity for any further questions before end of period

By end of Period – student must check in with their teacher that they have at least one web and one print resource, have evaluated it, cited it, and can continue their research during the holiday break.

