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Telford, Carole, and Theodorou, Rod. Amazing Journey: Up a Rainforest Tree. Heineman Interactive Library: Des Plaines, IL. 1998. 32 pgs.

This well illustrated and beautifully photographed book provides an excellent and clear look at a journey up a tree in the rainforest. The book begins with a map of the tree, detailing the different layers of life in the jungle and providing page numbers for each section of the book to follow. The book progresses up the tree, starting at the soil and roots of the forest bed. This cross-reference technique is well-applied here and will enable less robust readers easy access to the information in the book. The rest of the book provides two to four pages detailing specific aspects of each layer of the tree: from plant and wildlife, to night and day. The text is well written, clear, and succinct, with little use of subjunctive or dependent clauses, allowing a younger or lower-level reader access. The book also provides a glossary of thirty or more words and an index of the life forms covered. In addition to a wealth of information laid out in an enticing manner, the book also provides a two page list of “More Books to Read,” including audio and video resources, and a list of organizations that deal with tropical rainforests. This book is a must for any  middle-school library and will encourage younger readers to explore the tropical rainforest.
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School Library Journal (April 1998)

Gr 3-5--Telford and Theodorou organize their material in the form of a journey. The trek through a huge African termite mound offers fascinating glimpses into an enclosed world of an insect society. A combination of drawings and full-color photographs helps explain how the colony raises food, tends the queen, and defends its home. Small inset maps help orient readers to the section of the mound where the activities being described occur. The authors use a similar "you are there" approach to explore the layers of the Amazon rainforest. While their explanation of the forest structure is clear, the small photos can't compare to those in other recent works such as Jonathan Grupper's Destination: Rainforest (National Geographic, 1997). Librarians should evaluate their current rainforest holdings to decide if more material for reports is needed by students who have little or no knowledge of the subject. Through a Termite City holds more general appeal.--Kathy Piehl, Mankato State University, MN
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Gr. 3-5. Taking readers on a journey through the Amazon rain forest, the authors describe the plants and animals that live on the forest floor, the understory, the canopy and the emergent layer. A combination of drawings and full-color photographs help to introduce creatures ranging from the ant bird to the rhinoceros beetle in this title from the Amazing Journeys series.
Castner, James. Deep in the Amazon: Partners and Rivals. 2002. Benchmark Books, Marshall Cavendish: NY. 64 pgs.

This book begins with a beautifully illustrated map of the Amazon river basin and an author’s note describing the numerous trips the author has taken up the Amazon river. This note provides authority to the following text, and a glimpse into the theme of this non-fiction book: how the many species, to improve their chances of survival…formed fascinating partnerships…successful solutions to the challenges of life in the basin.” The chapter breakouts and amount of text in the book indicate a higher level reader, the the text is accessible and clear, with a glossary provided for clarification of more difficult or unique terms. Each set of facing pages contains at least one photograph with an italicized description. This blend of text and photographs works well as the reader explores partnerships created by various species in the Amazon river basin. While addressing the biodiversity of the Amazon, the author’s  intent remains clear throughout each chapter: to further understanding of the interdependency of life and the need to form partnerships to exist in a difficult environment. In addition to the glossary and an all-encompassing index, the book provides a “Species at a Glance” section at the end of the chapters. This section lists the common and Latin names for the species covered in the book, and provides a quick summary of the species (height, length, eating habits or special features – such as the beak of the Sicklebill Hummingbird and how perfectly shaped it is for heliconia flowers). 
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Book Report (March/April 2002)

This series attempts to give a comprehensive look into all aspects of life in the Amazon rain forest. Life there is considered from the smallest insects to the plants, animals, and people who populate this intriguing area. Titles in the series cover plant and animal adaptations, the culture of regional tribes, biodiversity of the area, and the various physical levels of the rain forest. Rainforest Researchers focuses on a few of those who study the rain forest with an eye to preserving and protecting the region. The vocabulary level is higher than the text size might suggest. Unusual or difficult words are explained within the context of the paragraph. Phonetic spellings for some species are given within the text. Each volume is illustrated with vivid photographs. The books are indexed and each contains a glossary as well as a bibliography with Web sites and organizations. Recommended. Joan Chezem, Library Director, Cincinnati (Ohio) Country Day School


Horn Book (Spring, 2002)

Students with some background knowledge of the rainforest and a great deal of patience will be able to access the extensive information in these books. Castner clearly conveys his enthusiasm for these subjects, but the books are poorly organized. Captioned color photos accompany the text, but more maps and diagrams are needed. Bib., glos., ind. [Review covers these Deep in the Amazon titles: <CITE>Layers of Life, Partners and Rivals, Rainforest Researchers, River Life, Surviving in the Rain Forest</CITE>.]





School Library Journal (January 1, 2002)

Gr 6 Up-Although information in these three volumes is obviously related, Castner does a good job of avoiding duplication of most material. Researchers introduces six scientists exploring various aspects of plant and animal life in the Amazon Basin. It includes an entomologist, enthnobotanist, mammalogist, and ornithologists. Without minimizing the difficulty or hardships involved in their studies, the author conveys their enthusiasm for their work as well. The other two books explore the interrelationships among plants and animals of the same tropical region and how various species have adapted to their habitats in order to survive. Partners provides illustrations of commensalism, mutualism, and parasitism by discussing the fascinating relationships among species. Surviving offers examples of how evolutionary changes allow animals to escape predators through means such as camouflage, mimicry, and warning colors. Not only is there a thorough glossary, but there is also a separate guide to the species mentioned in the text. In all three books, well-chosen photographs depict many of these plants and animals. Some of the Web sites noted tend toward the commercial, but contact information for organizations will be helpful. Castner assumes readers have a basic knowledge of rainforest ecology, and those who do will enjoy these books. The interesting accounts of plant and animal life will keep most readers involved beyond a mere search for facts to add to reports.-Kathy Piehl, Minnesota State University, Mankato Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information.
Myers, Chris. The Dictionary of the Environment and Its Biomes. 2001. Franklin Watts: NY. 128 pgs.

This well laid out book provides notes to both the teacher and the reader on how best to use the book. Short, one paragraph summaries of numerous alphabetical headings provide and excellent overview of the myriad of environments on earth. Each paragraph summarizes its heading (in red bold letters) and provides textual clues for understanding (keywords are in CAPS and spaced further apart than the rest of the text). In addition, some text is presented with an illustrated background, chunking the information visually and providing additional context clues for important elements. The well-photographed pictures of species or environments discussed also provide context clues for the reader. Many sections provide a “Biome Snapshot” that details, at a glance, a summary of the biome described, covering geographic regions, climate, precipitation, seasons and daylight, and the dominant plant and animal life that exists in the biome. In addition to being well-laid out and visually engaging, the text itself is accessible to mid-range readers of the middle or junior high school. Each paragraph is succinct and to the point, and longer topics, discussed in more than one paragraph, provide bold sub-headings to assist the reader in finding information. The book also provides and index, selective bibliography, and a list of the major organizations and agencies that can provide further information on the environment and biome topic.
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THE DICTIONARY OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND ITS BIOMES (BOOK REVIEW) 
MYERS, Chris, ed. 128p. (A Watts Reference Bk.). illus. map. photos. bibliog. index. Web sites. CIP. Watts. 2001. PLB $34. ISBN 0-531-11983-1. LC 00-065438. 

Gr 4-7 --Focusing on geographic regions that share similar characteristics, this dictionary provides definitions of terms that are helpful for an elementary understanding of important environmental concepts. The alphabetical entries are generally a paragraph or two in length except for the double-page spreads that cover specific biomes (e.g., boreal forests, deserts, freshwater biomes, marine biomes, mountains, polar regions). Sidebars include case studies, key species, and location information. Small, color photographs illustrate many of the concepts. An up-to-date bibliography; a list of major relevant organizations and agencies, with addresses and URLs; and a solid index are appended. A few definitions have been oversimplified: for example, it is suggested that the water in lakes does not flow, although in fact many lakes have both inlets and outlets. Occasionally the see-also references refer to a different term for roughly the same idea; this should be obvious to young users when a search for "Seashores" refers to "Coastlines," but not at all helpful for "Riparian Environments. See Freshwater Biomes," or "Gymnosperms. See Plants." In all three of these cases, the original word or phrase doesn't reappear in the definition referred to. On the whole, however, the attractive presentation, useful introductory instructions, clear language and organization, and readable type all contribute to making this a useful addition for most collections. 

~~~~~~~~

By Kathleen Isaacs, Edmund Burke School, Washington, DC; Daryl Grabarek, REFERENCE BOOK EDITOR and Walter Minkel, TECHNOLOGY EDITOR 
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Lisowski, Marilyn and Williams, Robert A. Exploring Ecosystems: Wetlands. 1997. Franklin Watts: NY. 126 pgs.

This text heavy but well laid out look at the wetlands offers readers a chance to understand the fragile ecology of the wetlands. In addition to providing information about life in the wetlands, this book also provides clear instructions, with samples pages and reports, for users to track life in their own wetlands. The forms include check-marked box lists that detail wetland characteristics, to using a bottom viewer to see various insect species, to making casts of animal tracks and taking soil samples. This hands-on activity book will not appeal to a reader who wants a quick summary of the wetlands (there are no color pictures, and the text, while clearly written, does not provide many contextual clues to aid the reader in understanding). It does provide an excellent opportunity for any young readers who want to study the wetland environment in depth. The chapters are clearly labeled and well laid out; a glossary and a list of Internet resources are also provided at the end of the book. There is no index. This book would be best used in a classroom to develop a clearer understanding of the wetland environment and to encourage and engage middle or junior high school students in the scientific study of the environment: how to closely observe, monitor, track and record their surroundings.
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Booklist (Vol. 93, No. 17 (May 1, 1997))

Gr. 7-10. This informative book presents aspects of wetland ecology and encourages young people to learn about the subject firsthand. Throughout the book, the primary text explains the basics, and well-conceived projects and investigations offer interested students ways to explore what's happening in nearby wetlands. Each chapter focuses on a facet of the subject, such as soil and water, wetland animals, wetland plants, networks of plant and animal interactions, human impact upon the wetlands, and preservation. The line drawings and diagrams are clear and helpful; however, the black-and-white photographs have a lackluster appearance. Appendixes include a section explaining tools and equipment, a glossary, and lists of books, films, and Web sites. From the Exploring Ecosystems series, a serviceable guide.





Horn Book (September, 1997)

After defining various wetland ecosystems, the uninspired text provides additional information on the complex interrelationships in these environments and offers numerous task-oriented research projects. While the projects encourage a scientific approach to observation, many lack creativity, and several seem tedious. A lackluster design includes black-and-white photos and drawings. Bib., glos., ind.





School Library Journal (June 1997)

Gr 8 Up--A guide to the study of wetland habitats. Integrated into the 24 investigations and 11 projects is basic information about the various types of wetlands and common wildlife and plants found in and near them. Investigations range from the simple, such as capturing and raising tadpoles, to the complex, e.g., measuring the amount of siltation along a delta shoreline after several rains. Standard observational techniques and the use of a field journal are described. Materials and tools to be used for observation, sample taking, and experimentation are common or easily made from objects around the home. Some knowledge of and experience with tools and crafts are assumed. Warnings such as "Be careful not to cut yourself" appear in boldface, yet no mention is made of potential dangers in swamps or bogs, or in exploring alone. Students are also encouraged to contact an agricultural-extension agent or conservation officer for information and to ask permission of a wetland's owner to conduct experiments, plant native vegetation, and harvest edible plants. Simple instructions are provided to construct six pieces of equipment including a "bottom viewer" and "sampling pans." The directions for making a collecting sweep net are somewhat unclear. Black-and-white photographs, sketchy line drawings, a short bibliography, filmography with source addresses, and a list of Internet sites supplement the text. April Pulley Sayre's Wetland (21st Century, 1996) presents good basic explanations of wetland types, vegetation, and animal life with color photographs.--Ann G. Brouse, Big Flats Branch Library, NY

Gallant, Roy A. (2003).  The Wonders of Biodiversity. Benchmark Books (Marshall Cavendish): Hong Kong. 80 pgs.

From sand dunes to tundra, bacteria to beetles, this beautifully photographed book provides an understanding of the biodiversity of life on the planet.  The table of contents at first looks confusing, jumping from one area to another, but the text that accompanies the chapters clarifies the transitions and allows the reader to understand the growth of biodiversity over the ages. The author looks at the inter-connectedness of various species and how they came about, providing graphs, charts, timelines and animal kingdom diagrams that are easy to understand. Each page is accompanied by at least one photograph or computer rendition of microscopic life, with italicized definitions of the pictures. There is plenty of white space surrounding the large text, and bold headings of sub-categories in each chapter add additional contextual clues. The book also provides a glossary, additional readings, and a two-page index that allows for easy access to the contents. The text itself, while covering a difficult concept, is accessible to middle-school readers and clearly written. Terms that may be more difficult are elucidated within pictures or the sentence itself (in addition to being available in the glossary). This book is a great addition to any middle-school library shelf working with students who need to understand the biodiversity of life and how it came about on this planet.
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Horn Book (Spring, 2003)

Once past the gee-whiz attitude implied by these titles, readers will find accurate, readable explanations for the scientific principles here addressed. Both these series books include historical figures and their contributions (especially <CITE>Inheritance</CITE>), along with cogent examples such as desert ecosystems and sickle cell anemia. Up-to-date controversies and predictions conclude the books, illustrated with well-captioned photos. Bib., glos., ind. [Review covers these Story of Science titles: <CITE>The Treasure of Inheritance</CITE> and <CITE>The Wonders of Biodiversity</CITE>.]

Library Media Connection (April 2003)

True to the series name, each title attempts to explain fairly complex scientific principles through the story of its discovery and development over time. Contributions by famous scientists of the past are outlined in each text. The reader learns the revolutionary theories of such people as Aristotle, Lister, Galileo, Einstein, Mendel, and Darwin. The books have abundant clear, colorful, well-labeled illustrations to supplement the text. Pictures of highly magnified cells and microscopic plants and animals are particularly interesting. The writers of each of these books appear to be eminent scientists and they have done an admirable job of trying to explain complex scientific principles to young people. However, a map in The Wonders of Biodiversity indicates that the tundra is located in New Zealand and the southeast coast of Australia. Nevertheless, a middle school student reading these volumes would probably find them difficult. Although there are highlighted sections focusing on key concepts, the student looking for quick, concise information would be disappointed. Recommend these to your budding scientists with a real interest in the topics. Recommended. Linda Riesterer, Library Media Specialist, Pioneer Middle School, Wenatchee, Washington

School Library Journal (February 1, 2003)

Gr 5-8-Informative overviews with colorful captioned photographs, drawings, and charts on almost every spread. In a pleasing layout and readable format, the texts define key concepts in their field of study. Gallant presents a well-balanced discussion on the importance of biodiversity and the mass extinctions that are occurring due to habitat loss and other factors. He also discusses such topics as species interdependence and the different ecosystems. This title would pair well with Dorothy Hinshaw Patent's Biodiversity (Clarion, 1996). Parker begins by presenting the beliefs of Greek philosophers such as Pythagoras, Plato, and Eudoxus. He continues by explaining how scientific theories concerning gravity have changed over the years and concludes by discussing more recent scientists such as Albert Einstein and Edwin Hubble. Concepts in gravitation are also presented, including the Big Bang theory and the study of black holes. Both titles are useful additions.-Maren Ostergard, Bellevue Regional Library, WA Copyright 2003 Cahners Business Information.

