October 17, 2005

Dear AssemblyMember Torrico –

Thank you very much for meeting with me last week.  I appreciated the time you spent with me Thursday morning, your attentiveness, and your candor.

I also appreciated your quick grasp of the situation facing our schools today.  While it is clear there is a great need for librarians in the high schools, as teachers and educators collaborating with the school community to ensure students have access to research and information processing skills, it is also clear that until the technology and infrastructure to support it are in place, librarians will be unable to focus on teaching of information skills so needed in today’s society, and demanded by both state and national standards.

Your focus on small, do-able steps (accessing local organizations and companies for philanthropic support of education) are indicative of changes that can be made.  As we discussed, I would be happy to be your liaison, contact person, and researcher for any information you need to move the technology support process forward.  By doing so, I can envision a future where my teaching of research skills will work to the benefits of all students in an equitable manner.  These steps will also ensure that test scores for the district increase, as evidenced by the statistics provided during the meeting.

I look forward to hearing from you whenever you need information, support, or an attentive listener for planning ways to improve the technology infrastructure within the school district and by doing so, support the library teachers as they teach information skills.

Again – thank you – and good luck!

Sincerely,

Cathleen E. Ash

Library Media Teacher

San Jose State University student – Master in Library Information Science

