October 13, 2005

Alberto Torrico
39510 Paseo Padre Parkway
Suite 280
Fremont, CA 94538
Dear Assemblymember Torrico:

As the Library Media Teacher at Irvington High School in Fremont, California, and as a student enrolled in San Jose State University’s Master of Library Information Sciences program, I am pleased to see that your record and legislative advances support equity and focus on the health and welfare of your constituents.

As your October 6, 2005 Press Release states “It is tragic and inexcusable that more than 1.3 million California children, including more than 35,000 in Alameda County, currently lack health insurance,” (…/members/a20/press/p202005025.htm). 

It is also tragic and inexcusable that the state and national standards for educational achievement by all are not fully supported.  In the areas of technology and information research training, students (especially those disadvantaged by socio-economic factors) are being short-changed by their educational guardians.

The state standards list many technological and critical thinking requirements, yet schools are at a severe disadvantage in trying to provide access to technology and research skills training.  Fremont is far ahead of the norm in California; the district requires a certificated Library Media Teacher at the high school level. Unfortunately, the lack of technology support means the master teachers waste much of their efforts on fixing five and six year old computers. 
It is my hope that, by providing you with statistics that support the public desire for increased test scores, the reasoning behind fostering critical thinking and information research skills in a global information society, and the readily apparent need for a long-term plan supporting Library Media Teachers and the technology infrastructure in schools, that you will be better able to serve your constituents in their educational endeavors.

If you require any additional information, or wish me to pursue background research to support legislation that will further the equity of the educational process to meet the state and national standards, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you,

Cathleen Ash

Library Media Teacher

MLIS Student, San Jose State University

CC:
Pete Murchison, Principal
