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Semester Outside Readings List

LIBR 233-01 Nalwasky/Woolls

Cathleen Ash

(2005). Treasure mountain offers up pure gold. School Library Journal, 51(11), 15.

A quick article I flipped to because I knew Dr. L. spear-headed it and it was recommended in class. I’m glad the focus was on collaboration, but wish it had included conference notes on the discussion about teacher collaboration as a “not-natural” process! Something to look for later.

Gill, C. (2005). Banned books week: it's your freedom we're talking about!. CSLA Journal, 29(1), 15-6.

This article focused on creating a wave of furor amongst students over the idea of banned books. It provided a number of innovative, collaborative ways to engage students in the discussion of their First Amendment Rights. It also referenced a couple of items of note: a website about the 2005 book burning in Colorado http://kidsspeakonline.org/burnbooks.htm and Tell It Like It Is! A video produced by the National Coalition Against Censorship. A must read for any school librarian!

Hastings, J. (2005). Cool tools. School Library Journal, 51(9), 42-5.
This article focuses on the need for librarians to stay on top of technology. “As library media specialists, we need to keep abreast of the latest technologies and be prepared to assist our teaching colleagues with the tools that can improve their instructional practice.” While I agree with a number of the items discussed in the article, I do not agree with the focus on RFID (Radio Frequency ID) mostly because it does not even address the privacy issues or bring up any of the controversy surrounding this new technology source (as it’s applied to libraries).  From Ipods to Blogs, to the new LeapFrog laptop (FLY), a number of new technologies (and their implications in the school and school library settings) are addressed.

Ishizuka, K. (2005). Philadelphia story. School Library Journal, 51(8), 24-5.

I read this one mostly because I know someone (Nalwasky) from the Pennsylvania side of life right now! The article is a brief look at the National Education Computing Conference (NECC) held in June. The focus on “technology-infused learning of the future” and how service-providers needed to listen to the voices with the most experience (i.e. students) was clear throughout. While the trend is against the Dewey Decimal System and its inability to classify (hierarchically) all of today’s information, the goal of creating dialogue, of helping students “"learn how to listen, seek ambiguity, love difference" in their quest for truth,” is a good one.

Kenney, B. (2005). Waking up digital content. School Library Journal, 51(10), 11.

This article addresses the importance of primary sources on the web and how funding is needed to support any programs that attempt to accomplish this. A couple of good links are mentioned in the article, but I was surprised there was no mention of the American Memory Project and a few other primary source opportunities.

Oatman, E. (2005). Make way for wikis. School Library Journal, 51(11), 52-4.

You might like them or hate them, but wikis are here. The best (most known) example is Wikipedia, and it has detractors and supporters. There are a number of quotes from librarians and teachers, but the bottom line is: it gets students on the web, involved in their own learning, and allows (via software) groups of students to set up their own wiki. The example quoted at the beginning is about a group of elementary students using pbwiki (the pb stands for peanut butter!).

Oatman, E. (2005). Gay theme causes uproar in oklahoma. School Library Journal, 51(10), 20.

The article begins with the title that has caused the problem: King & King, and book about two princes who fall in love. State Representative (Kansas) Sally Stern comments that the book can confuse young boys and that is “a dangerous thing to do.” Luckily, the Commission overseeing the city library collection has deemed it proper to shelve all parenting books, even if their topics are controversial (yeah for us!).

Schmidt, A. (2005). The young & the wireless. School Library Journal, 51(10), 44-6.

A great article concerning a recent study that teens are ‘wired’ and ready for the Internet version of library services. The best quote: we need to offer our resources in a way that's convenient for teens. The article continues with a number of ways to support and encourage teen use of the library; my favorite is the “book a librarian” idea, where teens request a thirty minute block of time (advance schedule) with a librarian. The article references a study (Pew Internet & American Life Project) but provides no links to it.

