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PART I 

You, Your School, and Your Library. First, please tell us some things about yourself and your school

This grant application was written by:  

Top of Form

1. Your Last Name:     Wannabea Librarian        First Name:  Suzy

2. Your Title:   paraprofessional library clerk, part-time

3. Your Telephone Number:  1-800-ez2-read

4. Your E-Mail address:    ireallycare@schoollibrary.com
     (To be used for email confirmation of this application)
5. Will you be responsible for carrying out the activities in the grant proposed? 

         Yes X  No ___
6. If not, who will be responsible?  Please list the name, title, and experience of each person with responsibility for providing library services
N/A


 7. What is the School Librarian's educational background. Check the highest level that applies. 

 BA Degree 

[image: image1.png]Choose one

High School

Some college

BA Degree

BA and school library certification
MA Degree

IMA and school library certification





8. Who is the primary writer of this grant?  

Suzy Wannabea Librarian

[image: image2.png]Choose one

School librarian

Principal

District/regional level librarian
Grants writer

Other





If other, please state title/role: 
_______________________________

School Information:  

9. Your School Name: 
                    Atherton Anonymous School


10. Your School District:
                   Alameda County Private School


11.  Your School Mailing Address:
      Line 1: 8030 Atherton St
      Line 2: _________________
      City:     Oakland State: CA
      Zip:         94605

12.  Your School Fax Number:      1-800-ez2-rite

13.  Your Principal's Last Name:     DoGooder
        Your Principal's First Name: Daisy

14. Your School's email:    athertonanonymous@schoollibrary.com
       This will be used for notification. Be sure it is correct!

15.  What grade(s) does your school include?  PK-8
      X Preschool and/or Kinder. ONLY
      X Elementary
      X Middle School
      ( High School 

16. Your school is (choose one): Private
       ( Public       
       X Private
       ( Alternative
       ( Charter
      
17.  Please provide the following information concerning the budget for library books. Use numbers only. Do not use commas. (Please refer to the FAQ for items that are considered part of the budget for library books). 

	School Year
	Total Library Book Budget
	*Money from other sources such as grants, PTA, etc.
	Student Enrollment
	**Per Pupil Library Book Budget

	2003-2004
	500
	200
	 158
	4.43 

	2004-2005
	500
	350
	164 
	5.19 

	2005-2006
	500
	180
	176
	3.95

	*not used to calculate per pupil library book budget.
**will be calculated automatically if in Microsoft Explorer


18.  How many books are there in your school library? 526
       How many books per student in your library*:        3 
        (*will be calculated automatically if in Microsoft Explorer)

19.  What percentage of your student body is eligible for free and reduced lunch? Priority will be given to schools that have a student body with 90% or higher eligibility for free or reduced lunch. High schools may submit verifiable free or reduced lunch data from feeder schools. 

96-100%
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75-79
50-74
26-49
0-25




20. Describe the students your library serves.

Atherton Academy is located in East Oakland, a working class and socio-economically challenged area. This is a predominantly African-American neighborhood, and 98% of the students are African-American. The students come from homes that are often split (single-parent or relative acting as guardian), and represent a wide range of religious beliefs. In addition, during the course of a school year, a substantial percentage of family members are either unemployed or incarcerated. Thus, there are many students living in single parent households. The school is strictly non-sectarian, and book subject matter and library materials reflect this.

The students range from 4 years old to 13 years old (representing 8th grade students who are repeating the grade – some for the 2nd or 3rd time).  Because of the low teacher-student ratio, and the school programs supporting students academically, the students do not tend to get into trouble, or become involved in gang and/or drug related activities on a frequent basis. A large number of the students participate in community-related projects and gain hundreds of hours of community-service time. 

A typical student comes to school hungry, and breakfast is served from 7:00 to 7:30 a.m. before the first period bell rings. Truancy is not a common problem, but it is a factor. Some students become embroiled in family drama and/or trauma and miss many days in a row. 


limited to 1500 characters:  about 150 words (1410)

21. How did you learn about the opportunity to apply to the Laura Bush Foundation for a grant award? Check all that apply.  Online Discussion Site, Other: librarian friend from SJSU (

( Professional Journal ( please specify) :____________________
( LBF website
( LBF brochure
( Vendor/Commercial Publisher
X Online discussion group (please specify): CALIB California Librarians
( Building or district administrator
X Other (please specify): Friend @ SJSU MLIS program
 

PART II

YOUR NEEDS AND YOUR REQUEST


22. The goal of the LBF is to provide the print books you most need to support learning and to develop a love of reading among the students at your school.  Please provide an abstract to tell us how you will accomplish this with your request.  LBF may use this statement to describe and publicize your award.

With the funds from the Laura Bush Foundation, we will be able to substantially augment our present book collection for our students. Because we continuously enroll children from grade levels K through 8, on an ongoing basis we are in need of a wide variety of up-to-date, age appropriate books covering all nine grade levels in our collection. By purchasing the most current reading materials, including both popular books and the classics, we seek to encourage in our students an interest in the full spectrum of children’s literature available to them.

The ALA website contains recommendations for both children’s and young adult books and will be used to determine our new materials to be purchased with the grant funds. In addition, new dictionaries and thesauruses are needed, both for the lower and middle-school grades. The books purchased will be a blend of classic children’s and young adult literature, Newbury and Caldecott Award winning books, and books covering research topics taught in the classrooms. 

By ensuring our book purchases includes both academic skills (research and reading for a purpose) and fictional titles, students will be able to learn to love to read, and also learn how to read to help themselves (be it academically or with a personal issue). The biggest benefit will be the ability of the students to check out more books, and have a wider, more interesting and current range of reading materials appropriate to their age and grade level.

limited to 1500 characters:  about 150 words (1474)

23. Describe the most significant priority need(s) of the school library collection in relation to the curriculum.


The most important priority for us right now is curriculum-supporting materials. Currently, the students spend about forty hours a semester involved in hands-on, community-based projects. These range from social to environmental issues (preparing food for the homeless, cleaning up a road and/or waterway). The library has no books covering these topics and by increasing books about environmental awareness, social issues, and community-service projects, the library can support these cross-curricular activities the students are undertaking.


Because the grade-levels taught at Atherton School consist of a wide range of ages and abilities, it will be necessary to purchase a number of books on each academic topic so that every student at each grade level will have access to materials at their reading ability.  The enormous increase in printing and paper costs in recent years has increased the purchase price of books, especially picture books for children. 

In addition to the curriculum materials, dictionaries will be purchased. A number of these must be purchased to cover the wide-range of reading ability at the K-8 school. With the grant monies, we will determine which two sets of encyclopedias to purchase to will meet the needs of the greatest number of students. Currently, there are no encyclopedias in the library, and our goal is to provide a lower level (K-4) and an intermediate level (5-8) set of encyclopedias for our students, supporting them in their academic endeavors.

limited to 1500 characters:  about 150 words (1494)

24. Please describe the students who will use the books and their need for the books requested. 


Books are a scarce commodity for the students at Atherton School. The teachers face a significant challenge constructing grade appropriate lesson plans when they have such a limited supply of reading materials. In addition to the need for curriculum-supporting reading materials, our students come from families where the parent and/or guardian are often illiterate. For example, it is rare that a student from Atherton is read to at home. While the students spend an hour in the library each week, engaged in read-aloud exercises and activities, they need many more opportunities to improve their literacy and reading skills.

With the addition of hundreds of new titles through this grant, students will be more likely to find materials they enjoy reading, and will be able to check out more books, more often, because of the increase in fiction titles available. The titles we purchase will be relevant to their life, and reviewed by the American Library Association. Many of the Newbury and Caldecott award-winning titles deal directly with issues that our students face everyday: hunger, violence, family abuse, racial and cultural identity. 
By purchasing these titles, we will not only create avid, life-long readers [and, hopefully, writers], but also assist these students in dealing with their everyday world – hopefully helping to ensure it becomes a better one. 


limited to 1500 characters:  about 150 words (1373)

25. How have you collaborated with teachers and students to determine the need for these books?  If awarded, how will you work with them to assure that the books are used?  

Teachers turn in book lists to the librarian at the end of every school year outlining what they will need for the following year for various research and hands-on curricular activities. They base their calculations on the number of expected students, and the curriculum they are planning. In the past, we have been unable to come close to providing needed materials due to the low budget provided for book purchases. Parent and community donations have helped to supplement the school library budget, but we are still far from meeting the needs of our students.

We work closely with the teachers to support the research and community-based projects of their classrooms. This grant will allow us to purchase previously requested titles for which we had no budget. In addition, we have compiled a list of books to be purchased and will review it again upon notification of the grant award. At that time, teachers will add or remove titles based on their needs for the students (academically).

Fiction titles will be purchased based on Newbury and Caldecott award-winning titles (listed in the ALA web site), and also based on student demand. A Suggestion For New Book Box has been in place in the library since school opened (Fall 2005) and the students themselves have submitted over 100 requests for titles. If these requests meet district-guidelines for library purchases, the titles will be included in the fiction books purchased with the grant funds we receive.

limited to 1500 characters:  about 200 words (1464)

26. How much money (up to $5,000) are you requesting from the Laura Bush Foundation to implement what you describe above? 


$5000 whole numbers only, no commas or fractions. 

27. Provide a brief budget outline showing how the Laura Bush Foundation funds will be spent.  (limited to 100 words)
Books to purchase:

$1400 - Two encyclopedia sets

· one set for k-4

· one set for 5-8

$600 - Environmental books

· on a wide range of topics and readability levels (including local/community-based strategies for hands-on projects)

$600 - Social Issues 

· including divorce, alcoholism, drug abuse, image, ethnicity, tolerance (at all readability levels)

$2400 - Fiction and Non-fiction Literature Titles

· Sports

· Biographies (including a high number of African American notable figures)

· Series books (e.g.: Harry Potter, Goosebumps, Magic Treehouse)

· Chapter books

· Guinness books

· Picture books

More than half of our grant funds will be spent supporting the curriculum and the remaining funds will support the love of reading (fiction and non-fiction literature). It is equally important to stress the use of books to support learning and to stress the love of reading by providing books the students will enjoy. Our fiction and non-fiction titles will include many high-interest, low reading level items. 

limited to 1000 characters:  about 100 words (998)

28. How much and what kinds of library support exists within your school (e.g.  collaborative instructional planning; community partnerships; administrative support; funding; scheduling)? (limited to 150 words)
Our principal and teachers are extremely supportive, coming early to school to meet and discuss lesson plans and ways that we can support the students academically. Parents have also volunteered (this year we have five) to assist in the read-aloud sessions with the students. Three years ago the school administration ensured we had a place to call home – by converting one of the older classrooms into a library room. Because our school is in an economically-challenged community, funding remains the biggest factor and issue in the success of our library; we simply have not and cannot get enough funding to increase the number of books we have available to students. There are no local, community-based partnerships in the neighborhood, but we continue to seek other means by which to support the library. 

In addition to early morning meetings to discuss curriculum, and the one-hour class library trip each week, the teachers also support reading in their own classrooms. They often check out three or four books a week from the school library to read-aloud to the students during the day. 


limited to 1500 characters:  about 150 words (1094)

29. Please tell us anything else you would like for us to know about your school or community that is NOT included in your responses to the questions above.  (limited to 100 words) 

In this area of the community, there are no public libraries, and no library branches nearby. The community relies on the bookmobile, which travels through the area once every three weeks. The bookmobile, while providing a modicum of opportunity for the community, does not provide a large enough amount of choice in material selection for our students. By enhancing our own school library’s materials, we will be providing more opportunities for our students to read – ensuring their most significant opportunity to find a wealth of resources and thereby foster their love of reading.

limited to 1000 characters:  about 100 words  (492)

30. Have you received a LBF grant in the past? If so, when?  

NO

[image: image4.png]Choose one.

No, never received before.
May 2003

May 2004
May2005




31. If you received a grant, briefly describe the need(s) that grant addressed in your school and the impact it has had on your students, school and library.
N/A



limited to 1000 characters:  about 100 words 

PART III

Statement of Assurance Required  
32. If your school is selected as a recipient of a Laura Bush Foundation grant, do you agree to participate in the Foundation’s evaluation program? 
         Yes X  No ___
33. If your school is selected as a recipient of a Laura Bush Foundation grant, do you agree to participate in publicity to promote the goals of the Foundation and for information from this application to be use?
         Yes X  No ___
      I, Daisy DoGooder, principal of the Atherton Anonymous School hereby certify the accuracy of the information provided in the application.  Further, I fully support the submission of this application to the Laura Bush Foundation to support the school library and the project described therein. Further, I certify that funds granted by the Laura Bush Foundation will not be used to supplant (replace) money normally budgeted for the Atherton Anonymous School Library program. I understand that these funds are to be used for supplemental funding only. I also agree to have the information we have submitted to be included as part of aggregated, unanimous data used for research purposes. If our school is funded, we agree to participate in publicity to promote the goals of the Foundation and to respond to a questionnaire on the use of the funds a year after funds are received.

Date:   November 30, 2005


Only this on-line application will be accepted. No faxed, e-mailed or print forms will be accepted. Once you submit this application it cannot be changed or retrieved. If additional applications from the same institution are received, only the first submission will be considered. Look over your application carefully before submitting. We recommend you save your content information into your own Word file before submission.      
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