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In reviewing the articles addressing English Language Learners and how a librarian in a school-setting might best help them, I found there were three types of articles:

· Addressed social, political and national issues and laws concerning immigration

· Addressed hands-on ways to help students in the library and school setting

· Addressed resources available to any who might be serving an immigrant community

I have highlighted (in green) those annotations that could be used immediately in a library or school setting to assist in supporting ELL students. 

There are, however, a number of articles addressing immigration as a societal issue that I found enlightening. These articles explored the panoply of issues surrounding immigrant cultures within any given community, and brought to light a number of factors which I had not previously considered – mostly the national or state support level of immigrant cultures as a method of social inclusion or exclusion. 

In all of the articles, it was clear that there are many issues and difficulties faced by immigrants entering a new land. It was also clear that there is not, in any of these situations, enough support or support structures in place to assist them. Those that came the closest (Kansas providing an Interlibrary Loan statewide library system to assist in the teaching of ELL students; Austrian libraries focusing on community outreach and services to the recently exploding Turkish population in their country), still felt they fell short of providing enough services to ensure social inclusion for the immigrant populations. Another (not so astounding) common theme was the great increase in immigrant populations – across the world. That communities are on the move is clear – how they will assimilate a new culture, hold on to their own, and be welcomed is still unclear.

Barack, L. (2005) Maryland's Children Left Behind. School Library Journal 51(5), Retrieved Nov 10, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article focused on Maryland’s Hispanic Community and the great increase it has seen over the past few years. The lack of preparation of students (especially in the Hispanic community) as they enter the school system (Kindergarten), is blamed on the fact that students are spending their days at home because the parents do not know about alternatives, or cannot afford day care. The lack of reading skills, familiarity with text, when entering the school system is a problem. 

Caidi, N. (2005). Social inclusion of newcomers to Canada: An information problem?. Library & Information Science Research, 27 (3), Retrieved November 12, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Elsevier database.

This article, while long and difficult to read, provides a real insight into the social and socialization aspects of countries that allow immigration. More than half of the article focused on clarifying the definitions of social inclusion and exclusion, and how national policy affects whether or not the incoming cultures are included or excluded based on the types of services and structures in place to meet the immigrants’ needs. While this article did not provide helpful, hands-on ways to assist ELL students in a library setting, it did provide clear insight into a number of problems these students might have in becoming part of a new country – and how the country feels about their immigration based on its policy of inclusion (or exclusion, as is too often the case). A worthwhile read if only to get a sense of national (and international) policy concerning immigration.

Chapman, B. (2000). Immigration: an overview of information resources [books, government documents, and Web sites]. Reference Services Review, 28 (3), Retrieved November 12, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article focuses on the social issues concerning immigrant populations, and how nations’ perceptions of immigrant groups changes over time, alternating between two extremes. “The immigration policies of most Western nations, including the USA, reflected efforts to balance the economic gains derived from foreign workers against the popular discontent that their presence often provoked.” The article provides a clear understanding of an often murky social issue, “Immigration covers a panoply of topics as varied as national identity, societal cohesion, national security, the rule of law, economic opportunity and economic costs, health care, social assistance, education, bilingualism, assimilation, acculturation, limits on national fiscal resources, morality, and a variety of other issues encompassing numerous disciplinary boundaries.” In addition, it provides a coherent annotated bibliography of recent (or not so recent but still affective) laws and resources concerning immigration. One of the many resources provided is listed below as an example: 

US Select Commission on Immigration and Refugee Policy (1981), US Immigration Policy and the National Interest, GPO, Washington, DC, 453pp. SuDocs no. Y 3.Im 6/2:2 Im 6/2. Item: 1089.

Issues addressed in this report include international aspects of immigration such as refugees and the role of intergovernmental cooperation in addressing migration issues, undocumented and illegal aliens within the USA, the admission of immigrants to the USA and implementing commission-recommended programs.

Crane, B. E. (1999). Taking the Internet to the second language classroom. Information Searcher, 11 (1), Retrieved November 11, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article focuses on using the Internet to teach reading, writing, listening and speaking skills to ELL students. The author suggests a number of specific strategies to use, and also references Internet sites. “Several types of sites can help ESL students in acquiring English language skills and understanding U.S. culture…teacher aids…the Internet TESL Journal...Publishers of ESL textbooks have created separate lesson plans for teaching ESL on their Web sites...[and] Penpal sites.” In addition, the author lists many specific sites that can be used. This article is a must for any librarians interacting with teaching or providing services to students of another culture.

Danford, N. (2004). Big, Bigger, Biggest [Bibliographical essay]. Publishers Weekly 251 (44), Retrieved Nov 12, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article focused mostly on large-print books and discussed the largest population that buys them: the elderly. In addition, however, points were made that these large print books are perfect for other populations. “We publish books that encourage the not-so-enthusiastic reader to read.” In addition to discussing how the large print is less intimidating for a struggling reader, the article also listed some new titles for the young adult readers. A very quick, handy insight into one way a librarian can increase the collection to assist ELL students and all other struggling readers using the library.

(2003). An ESL Orientation. The School Librarian's Workshop. 24 (3). Retrieved Nov 11, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

An excellent, hands-on look at ways to improve information teaching in the library and gear it to students learning the English language.  This article provides ways to assist ELL students, from providing websites and lessons geared to the language-learner, to a specific lesson, laid out in detail. In addition to providing traditional methods of reaching all learning styles, the article focuses on the ‘tools’ of teaching language learners: watching for comprehension of vocabulary, explaining, reiterating, re-describing words that are not understood, and providing many opportunities for the students to complete the lessons in a variety of ways. A must read for any library teacher who works with English Language Learners.

Ganss, D. S. (1999). A nation of immigrants [Web sites on immigration]. The School Librarian's Workshop, 20 (3), Retrieved November 12, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article focuses specifically on a lesson utilizing a web resource tool. The author defines the tool (The Library of Congress American Memory project offers a collection of primary resources on immigration with an overview in four parts: Settlement, The Growing Nation, The Great Surge, and Immigration Today), and explains its necessity in the school system as the number of immigrant families and communities increase. A great resource for those who do not know of or have never used the American Memory Project.

Goldfinch, E. (2002). Reading Aloud to High School Students--What a Pleasure! Book Report 21 (3), Retrieved Nov 12, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article highlights a read-aloud program developed and put in place in a school library. The author recommends making the students comfortable (providing doodling materials while they listen to a story), and even more importantly, picking books that are funny and entertaining. This is a great look at how to implement a read-aloud program, with a list of suggestions to assist you as you develop your own. It also discusses the need for students to be read to, and how doing so increases their love of books, willingness to perhaps check one out and read it, and how this reading aloud helps create positive associations with reading – something a lot of struggling readers do not yet have.

Haynes, E. (2000). Our changing school populations. Book Report 19 (2), Retrieved November 13, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article discusses the challenges faced by libraries as the populations in their communities become more and more culturally diverse. It suggests that “the more that library media specialists and teachers know about cultural values and behavior patterns, the more understanding they will have of individual students.” In addition, the author recommends that libraries not only increase their collections by incorporating literature from all cultures served, but also increase the number of books written in the languages these patrons speak.  The author states there are few cultures not covered in the vast amount of literature resources today, but that finding books in other languages might provide a challenge for the librarians.  This challenge cannot go unheeded. “Our great challenge is to meet the needs of all of students and to give them the tools to be successful in school and in life, regardless of their home language, cultural background, race, or ability.”

Hook, P. (1995). Pick-your-own paperbacks [book selection for English-as-a-second-language students in Annandale, Va.]. School Library Journal 41, Retrieved November 12, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, EBSCO database.

This article discusses one specific strategy used to engage ELL students in their library and their reading choices. It focuses on providing choice: the students attended a vendor fair and were allowed to choose books they wanted to see on the shelves of their library. The authors, in addition to applauding the success of this type of venture, made note that almost all of the choices were based on book cover and design. This alone makes the article worth reading, as it indicates a trend in ELL students to focus on materials that look accessible to their reading level.

Hopkinson, D. (2005). The Day is Long: Exploring Immigrant Lives and Work Through Fiction and Nonfiction. Library Media Connection, 23 (5), Retrieved November 12, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article was a brief look at Immigrants Working in America. It provided two very specific examples (people) and their stories. While it is not geared toward helping in the teaching of ELL students, it does provide an excellent bibliography of resources that focus on immigrant workers in American, many of them children forced into untenable situations (something the students seem to love to read!). I’d recommend this article simply for the bibliography – and also recommend that librarians order many of these titles for their shelves).

Hurren, P. (1993). Expanding the collaborative planning model to meet the needs of ESL {English as a second language} students. Emergency Librarian 20, Retrieved November 11, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, EBSCO database.

This article focused on teacher collaboration and how teachers and librarians working together can best meet the needs of language learners. It provided a number of ways in which collaboration could occur, and also stated the numerous obstacles that are a part of collaboration (time commitment and constraints being the largest). The article clearly articulated that “cooperating language teachers and content teachers should: 

- agree on target tasks which can be both language and content goals 

- develop language-sensitive ways to support LEP

This article would be extremely helpful to those who have not had experience planning cooperative lessons and working directly with ELL students. 

Kennedy, A. (2003). Eat, Drink and Be Literate. School Library Journal, 49(9), Retrieved Nov 12, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article addresses a hands-on way to assist student learners of English, by providing a place for them to read, share stories, and eat pizza. “Every other Friday, some 20 program participants who have read one or two books independently meet to discuss them with their peers…talk about character development and how the stories relate to our students' own lives, and we ponder the author's intentions.”  The participants of this program do not carry the stigma of most students enrolled in reading programs, mostly due to the word-of-mouth marketing that has helped the reading group grow. This is a quick, insightful look into one way to begin a program that helps language learners read, discuss, and come together in a positive way.

Kreicker, K. (1998). Collaborating to meet the needs of non-English speaking patrons [poster session at the 1997 ALA Conference]. Library Review (Glasgow, Scotland) 47 (3), Retrieved November 11, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Emerald Full-Text database.

This article defines the steps Kansas has taken to meet the needs of its ELL students and the teachers of those students. It clearly defines the issue “Students entering the school system with little or no background in English must struggle not only with a new environment, language, and culture, but also with the task of learning content in a new language. Meeting their needs requires a massive, collaborative effort on the part of all those who come into contact with the children and their families.” The article then continues to describe specific steps taken to support teachers of ELL students, including a state-wide lending library of ELL curriculum support materials that all teachers, across the state, have access to (via Interlibrary Loan). The plan seems to be working and providing support for a much needed resource in Kansas. In addition, the author provides an extensive list of ways to support both teachers and schools as they support their English Language Learners.

McLinn, C. (1999). The challenge of meeting the needs of California's multicultural, multilingual students. CSLA Journal 23 (1), Retrieved November 13, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article makes it very clear that “the greatest challenge facing California's library media profession for the new millennium is to meet the needs of the growing multicultural, multilingual student population as outlined in Information Power's mission.” It provides a number of specific ways in which a library media teacher or public librarian can do this, including: 

- Appreciate the student's culture

- Appreciate the student's home language

- Display visuals (artwork, posters, craft items, realia, etc.) that comprise the student population your school is serving

A good, quick look at ways a library can best serve the needs of its multi-cultural population.

(2005). A Nation of Immigrants. The School Librarian's Workshop 26 (2), Retrieved November 12, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This brief article is a lesson plan, with worksheet, providing students an opportunity to review immigration in the United States, focusing on a country or cultural immigrant community of their choice. Once the first five research steps of the project have been completed, the students are then asked to think more deeply about what attracted their culture to U.S., and review some of the hardships faced by the specific community once they arrived. A great lesson in cultural awareness with some scaffolding provided for the ELL students.

Yilmaz, B. (2002). Reading and library usage habits of students whose mother tongue is Turkish in Vienna, Austria [survey results]. IFLA Journal, 28 (2), Retrieved November 12, 2005, from San Jose State University Online Database, Wilson Web database.

This article focuses on how much libraries can assist immigrants as they become part of their new country. Based on Turkish immigrants in Austria, the author focuses on aspects that can be applied in any country, with any immigrant group. “The reading and library usage habits of the children of ethnic groups in multicultural societies must be seen as the main parts of the national education and cultural policy in connection with these contributions.” The author also strongly supports the idea that “Reading and library usage habits affect the educational achievements of the students positively,” and that it is the responsibility of libraries to ensure opportunities are provided.







