Narrowing a Topic

· Brainstorm what you already know about this topic

· Sort your ideas into categories and sub-categories

· Make groups of things, places, ideas, people…

· Breakdown into time frames, locations, events or stages

· Think about causes, effects opinions, arguments and spins on an issue

· Free-write questions that come to mind about the topic

· Develop an organizer to help you narrow down the broad topic  (Koechlin et al. 11)


Broadening a Topic

· Consider other things, places, ideas, people…

· Expand the time frames, locations, events or stages

· Make use of tables of contents, sub-headings and headings to discover larger context

· use online catalogs and databases to find related subjects

· scan “see also” links for related topics

· free-write questions that come to mind about the topic

· Develop an organizer to help you broaden your topic to something you are excited to research (Koechlin et al. 11)
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