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	Accuracy
	Up-to-date?
Opinions?
Statistical data/facts?

	Authority
	Is the writer experienced?
 Qualified?
 Who paid for this?

	Perspective
	What point of view is it?  
Whose voice is excluded?

	Slant/Intent
	What is the purpose? Inform? Convince? Entertain? Support?

	Context
	Is it historical? Political? Environmental? Social? Fiction?

	Evidence of Bias
	Exaggerated? Prejudiced? Overgeneralized? Charged words?

	Bottom Line:
	Will this resource be useful for you?  Why?  Why not?




Working With Digital Text 

Avoid aimless surfing & site hopping

· Develop a question/statement of purpose

· Break down your topic into chuncks/sub-topics

· Develop keywords and key phrases

· Use search operators to narrow your search

· Skim hits and read descriptions

· Select the sites you think are best and write down the URLs or bookmark them

· Validate your selected websites


Avoid getting lost in a sea of information

· Apply active reading, viewing and listening skills

· Investigate the visuals related to your topic like charts and graphs

· Don’t get sidetracked by animation tricks & glitz

· Skim and scan for your keywords and sub-topics

· Develop web navigation skills

· Use hypertext links that relate to your topic

· When links are ‘off-topic’ use the back button to return


Avoid the thread of accidental plagiarism

· Process gathered data as you navigate

· Record your findings as you go along

· Cut and paste to a notepad or word processing file information hat requires more critical thinking

· Record all direct quotes you plan to use and proper citations

· Record all referencing information

· Bookmark the site so you can easily return to it

(Koechlin et al. 60)

Koechlin, Carol, and Sandi Zwaan. Build Your Own Information Literate School. Salt Lake City: Hi Willow Research and Publishing, 2003.

Book Check





Need quick facts?              TRY:�
�
  Dates 	                       Atlas


Statistics                           Almanac    


Places                          Encyclopedia


  People	                   Yearbooks�
�



Need something for a project?


Search catalog using keywords � HYPERLINK "http://www.fremont.k12.ca.us/library/" ��http://www.fremont.k12.ca.us/library/�


Check table of contents and index for your keywords


Skim for headings, sub-headings and captions


Check for illustrations, charts, maps and other visuals related to your research need


Too difficult, easy or not interested? Try another book!














HELPFUL WEBSITES!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fremont.k12.ca.us/library" ��http://www.fremont.k12.ca.us/library�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lii.org" ��http://www.lii.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ipl.org" ��http://www.ipl.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.highschoollibrarian.com/Vikings" ��http://www.highschoollibrarian.com/Vikings�











