KEYWORDS

	Ocean
	Forest

	Industry
	People


Domain Suffix

	.org
	Non-profit organization

	.com
	Commercial

	.net
	Network or net provider

	.edu
	Education

	.gov
	Government

	.mil
	military


Relevancy

Government/Educational/Organizational websites – search strategy

1. Look at your search/keyword term(s). (Ex: pollution, environment, bay area)

2. Enter your search terms from above into a Google search bar with a space and then site:gov, or site:edu or site:org     (Ex: http://www.epa.gov)
3. How many hits did this particular search yield? ___________

4. Are the search results relevant to your research topic? Why? Why not? How would you change your search strategy for better results?
1. Focus Questions
Your group needs to research Change and the Environment. What topic or area have you chosen? Write your focus questions below in short sentence form.

Focus 1.

Focus 2.
Focus 3.
2. Keywords
What keywords can you come up with for each of the above focus questions?

Keywords List.

3. Keyword Reservoir
As you research, you may think of or find new keywords for your focus questions. Write down these new keywords as you think of them or find them.

New Keywords/Subject Terms.

4. Phrase Searching
What phrase searching terms can you create for each of the focus questions?

Phrases.   “                                                                “  “                                                            “
“                                                                         “  “                                                                           “
“                                                                         “  “                                                                           “
Appropriateness
1.
Website 1
Can you understand what is written on this Web site?

Who do you think this Web site is intended for?

Is this Web site appropriate for you?

2. 
Website 2
Can you understand what is written on this Web site?

Who do you think this Web site is intended for?

Is this Web site appropriate for you?

3. 
Website 3
Can you understand what is written on this Web site?

Who do you think this Web site is intended for?

Is this Web site appropriate for you?

Detail

	What are the details?
	How are they useful?

	Site maps
	Navigation and scope

	Page organization : titles, headlines, and subtitles
	Navigation and evidence of quality construction

	Works cited pages
	Credit to information sources used

	External links 
	Additional information sources

	Internal search engine
	Quick information retrieval

	Interactive and graphic elements
	Visual aids and interface interaction

	Design appeal
	Easy and pleasant to use


Details of the site:

Web site name or address: ____________________________________________________

1. Is there a site map? ____ If so, click on the link. Does the site map help you understand what the Web site contains? ____  Is there sufficient depth of coverage for your topic on this Web site? ____

2. Are there page headings? _______ Are they helpful? _______

3. Is there a works cited section or page? 

If so, name one of the works cited: 

4. Are there links to other Web sites with relevant subject matter? (write links)

If so, write down one of the Web site addresses or names:

5. Does the Web site have its own search engine? _______ If so, type in one of your keywords. Write down one of the sentences where your keyword appears.  

6. Does the Web site offer interactive and graphic elements? _______ If so, how do they help you gain information from the Web site?  

Evaluate the Web site’s design or visual appeal. Does it help or hinder your use of the Web site? 

Currency

Web site address:
1. Is there a copyright date on this Web site? Yes______No_______

If so, where did you find it? _______________________________________

2. Is there any last updated information on this Web site? Yes_______No_______

If so, where did you find it?  _______________________________________

3. Why do you think copyright or last updated information is important to know when using this Web site?  __________________________________________________________________________

Authority

Print or Web resources:
1. Focus Question:

2. Name of the magazine or journal article, book, or reference source where you found your information:

3. Write a one-sentence summary about what you learned.

About a book or website:

1. Who is the author?

2. Are their credentials or affliction stated?

3. With whom is he/she (or they) affiliated?

4. Can you contact him/her or them? How? Where?

Bias

 Web site name or address:

1. Is there a web site “mission statement ”? __________ What does it say?

2. What is the domain suffix? ________ What does this tell you about the information?

3. Can you find the author of the information? ___________ Can you find the organization he or she is affiliated with? __________  What is it?

4.Is there any advertising on the Web site? __________ Do you think the advertising influences the information presented? __________ How so?

5.  What is the organization behind the information? _________ Can you tell if the information on the Web site is influenced by the organization? __________  How so?

6.In the Web site writing, does the author use words that make you respond emotionally? __________ if so, give an example:           

7.What is the tone of the Web site? Is it calm, angry, complaining?

8. Would you say this is a biased Web site? __________ Why or Why not?

Print Resources
Gathering information from print resources can be confusing! Here’s how you know what to look for to find the right information.
Book Cover

Often provides the Title and Author

Title Page

Often provides the Title, Author, Publisher, Location

Title Page Verso
Often provides the rest of the information! (Back-side of Title Page)
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Here is an example:













A couple of tips when gathering citation information:
· If there are many authors - click many author button for more spaces

· If there are NO authors - leave the space blank (same with edition, etc.)

· If you used the WHOLE book, leave Page Number space blank

· If there is more than one city listed, always choose first city

· Always choose the latest date you see on the Title Page Verso
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